
After 13 years at the Christina Lake 

Community Hall, the CLSS has 

moved it’s office to the Christina 

Lake Welcome Center. The CLSS 

would like to thank the Christina 

Lake Community Hall Association 

for their many years of kindness and 

support. We are now settled into the 

new space which includes a display 

area (the Interpretive Gallery) and 

an office space. The Interpretive 

Gallery is full of interesting displays, 

ranging from fish life cycle diagrams 

to real bear hides. There is an 

abundance of informational 

brochures and pamphlets that you 

can take with you.  And as always, 

the CLSS Stewardship Coordinator 

and Project Manager, Brenda 

LaCroix, will  be there to answer 

your questions.  

The new space will serve to hold 

meetings, seminars and workshops.   

The CLSS celebrated the grand opening 

of the Interpretive Gallery on July 20th in 

conjunction with the Christina Lake 

Homecoming.  We were glad to see 

community members, as well as local and 

provincial government representatives 

attending the celebration.  

The CLSS hopes the new Interpretive 

Gallery will bring the work of the Society 

more into the view of the public, as well 

as reaching tourists and travelers passing 

through our area.  

We’ve Moved!  

Kids Summer Programming 
This summer the CLSS 

launched a new program of 

scheduled interpretive 

sessions for kids aged 8-12. 

The topics covered varied 

from lake stewardship to 

looking for ecosystems under 

rocks. Summer student 

Joanna deMontreuil planned 

and delivered the program. 

The attendance rate was 

variable, with some classes 

full, while others were more of 

a private lesson.  We hope 

that next year this program 

will grow.  

Joanna had assistance for 

most sessions with the help of  

Katie Verigin, a Young 

Steward Volunteer who was 

staying at the lake for the 

summer. 

Programs included a brief 

indoor lesson, followed by an 

outdoor game or nature walk.  

The enthusiasm of the 

participants was amazing, 

and we are glad to have such 

keen youngsters in this 

community.   
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Conservation 

Officer  Dave 

Webster loans 

animal skins, 

skulls and paws 

for our displays. 

CLSS directors, staff and local govern-

ment representatives at the Open House. 

Our new 

Interpretive 

Gallery  

houses our 

displays and 

includes an 

interactive 

video display.  



The Annual Lake Clean Up 

Day was started 12 years 

ago,  and is still successful 

every year. This year saw 

48 volunteers, from the 

ages of 4 to 75, 

participating in the clean 

up. The goal is to clean up 

the community in time for 

summer and to educate 

people not to litter or dump 

garbage outside of landfill 

areas.  Each successive 

year has less volume of 

garbage, an  encouraging 

fact for those involved.  

Our main   message  is  “If 

you pack it in, pack it out”. 

This event is a great 

example of how the CLSS 

is promoting community 

involvement in stewardship 

issues. Garbage along our 

roadways affects everyone 

who lives in Christina Lake, 

and cleaning it up as a 

community will help foster 

a sense of ownership and 

responsibility.  

region. This can include 

wildlife (especially species at 

risk) and plant sightings. We 

rely heavily on reporting from 

the public for collecting this 

data. Reports and at times 

actual samples are submitted 

to MOE or MFLNRO for 

analysis and cataloguing.  

Help keep the provincial 

databases up to date, and 

Even though we’ve moved, 

the CLSS headquarters is still 

the Community Stewardship 

Resource Center. We provide 

information on invasive 

species, species at risk, 

terrestrial and aquatic plants, 

fish,  water quality, and much 

more. 

As part of our work we collect 

environmental data for this 

report any rare or endangered 

wildlife that you encounter! 

Lake Clean Up Day - May 26th 

Wildlife and Plant Sightings 

Bear Aware 
fined $6000.  

Another media release was 

sent out in mid-August to 

remind folks that their fruit 

trees need to be harvested or 

pruned to avoid attracting 

bears. This is especially 

important for seasonal 

residents, as they may 

inadvertently leave a strong 

bear attractant that could 

endanger their neighbors.  

There have been a few 

reports of bear siting's in the 

Nature Park, so we would like 

to remind park users to be 

careful, and be Bear Aware! 

This summer has been 

relatively quiet in terms of 

bear problems (so far). The 

CLSS issued a media release 

early in the summer to remind 

residents that the bears from 

the Fife area would likely be 

searching farther afield for 

food, as they should no longer 

be receiving food. Allan Piche 

was charged under the 

Wildlife Act for feeding 

dangerous wildlife, and was 
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The Red-listed River 
Jewelwing is only found 
in Southern BC at 
Christina Creek, the 
outlet of Christina Lake.  

From left: Owyn Alblas, Mar-
cus Perkins, and Jordan 
Thomasson with bulldog mas-
cot “Maggie” helping at Lake 
Clean Up Day.  

The Western Skink is Blue-

listed. 

 

IT IS AN OFFENSE 

IN BC TO FEED 

DANGEROUS 

WILDLIFE. 

PENALTIES CAN 

INCLUDE LARGE 

FINES AND EVEN 

JAIL TIME.  

Kettle Valley 

Waste Ltd. Has 

been involved in 

Lake Clean Up 

Day for  12 years. 

Many of the Volunteers have 

participated in this event for 

several years. 



Several groups throughout the 

Boundary Region will be 

participating in learning about 

bat habitat requirements in our 

area and how we can help.  

Bat expert Juliet Craig will 

facilitate in a presentation and 

then a full day workshop will 

be held on how to build proper 

bat houses.  We need 

volunteers to commit to 

building the houses, as well as 

monitoring of these houses to 

determine usage by the bats.  

We are looking for suitable 

areas throughout the region 

(on private and crown land 

with approvals) that would 

meet the requirements for 

spring/summer nursery 

daytime roosting sites.  Areas 

in close proximity to schools 

are not recommended. Bats 

prefer roosting near water and 

diverse habitat.   

Ideally, the bat houses should 

be set up in permanent 

monitoring locations. The bat 

houses need to be placed 

high up, ideally on 15-20ft 

posts, on the south side of a 

barn or house, or tall tree with 

no lower branches.  

If you are interested in 

participating please contact 

us. (see page 4 for phone and  

email information) 

“Batty for Bats” - Boundary Bat House Project 

Nature Park Kiosk Updated 
paid for a new piece of Lexan 
plastic glass to replace the 
melted one. Staff of the CLSS 
and a Young Stewards 
volunteer spent hours creating 
new, updated materials to use 
in the kiosk. Some signs and 
posters were professionally 
printed.  

Not only was the kiosk burnt, 
but on the day we went to 
install the new materials, there 
was a significant amount of 
garbage and other vandalism. 
We are excited about the new 
materials, but it seems 

inevitable that our hard work 
and dollars spent will not be 
appreciated by some. It is 
disheartening to realize that the 
efforts of volunteers and a non-
profit group will likely end up 
being vandalized again or 
completely destroyed.  

We hope that park goers will be 
able to enjoy the new materials. 
There is information about Bear 
Aware, fish species and 
Kokanee spawning habitat, 

trees, birds and much more.  

The Christina Lake 
Stewardship Society (CLSS), 
along with volunteers and the 
Christina Lake Parks and 
Recreation Commission 
(CLPRC) recently undertook 
the project of updating the 
Nature Park Kiosk. In the past 
year there was an attempt to 
burn it down, resulting in 
charred posts and a melted 
piece of plexiglass.  Paul 
Beattie, Carlo Crema and 
Dave Beattie cleaned up the 
debris and re-sanded the 
wooden posts to make the 
kiosk presentable. CLPRC 

Summer 2012 

Katie Verigin, Young Steward Volunteer, and Doug 

Shannon, CLSS Director, remove old materials.  

New display 

materials in 

the Nature 

Park Kiosk.  

THE CLSS HAS 

PLACED 

EDUCATIONAL 

KIOSKS 

THROUGHOUT THE 

WATERSHED TO HELP 

KEEP PEOPLE 

INFORMED ON THE 

DIVERSE HABITATS  

AND WILDLIFE WE 

ARE SO LUCKY TO 

HAVE HERE.—OURS 

TO PROTECT AND 

ENJOY! 

Check out: www.kootenaybats.com 

Many Myotis bat species are a 

species at risk in BC.  North 

American bats are threatened 

by the White Nose Syndrome. 
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Our newest educational resource brochure discusses the importance of our aquatic habitats 

including riparian habitats which is the transition zone between aquatic and upland vegetation.  If 

you would like to learn more about how you can enhance your foreshore riparian area, please 

contact us for more information and a plant listing of native plants that are indicative of this area. 

Call For Directors 

1675 Hwy #3 

Box 373 

Christina Lake, BC 

Phone: 250-447-2504 

E-mail: clss@shaw.ca 

 

Website: 

www.lakesteward.ca 

The Christina Lake Stewardship Society (CLSS) is a non-profit charitable organization 

that was established in January of 2001 (Committee Est. 1994). Over the years the Society 

has been involved in several projects that involve watershed planning and 

implementation, lake inventory and monitoring, fish enumerations, species at risk, 

invasive species, youth programs and public education. 

Environmental Ethics that Work 
C H R I S T I N A  L A K E  S T E W A R D S H I P  S O C I E T Y  

The CLSS is in need of volunteers to sit on the board of directors. Those with an interest in lake 

stewardship should contact the CLSS office to obtain an information package.  

New Wetland and Riparian Areas Brochure  

Old Wharf Removal Project: Show Your Support for the 

CLSS By:  The CLSS wishes to bring to the Public’s 

attention that it is not permissible for 

lakeshore property owners to dispose of 

their old wharves by tying them up in front 

of crown land or other private lands.  In 

order to offer a better alternative the 

CLSS is embarking on a new fund raising 

project.  We will dispose of your old wharf 

in an environmentally friendly manner.   

Please contact us for further information. 

In recognition of the financial contributions towards our new Interpretive Gallery and Community 

Stewardship Resource Centre—the Christina Lake Stewardship Society would like to extend our 

sincerest thanks and appreciation to the following: 

This years stream spawning kokanee 

enumerations commenced on August 

17th and generally lasts until mid 

September.  Trained volunteer field crews 

enumerate Sandner, Sutherland and 

McRae Creeks twice a week to ascertain 

the annual peak count.  Once completed 

the data will be compiled onto our 

database and presented at our annual 

watershed review in December.  The 

report will also be available on our 

website at lakesteward.ca. 

Stream Spawning Kokanee 

Enumerations: 

 Volunteering 

 Become a Member 

 Consider Donating to Help Us 

Continue to Deliver Our Programs, 

Projects, and Special Events in our 

Region   

Young Stewards Kayden and Jenna Sim   
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Learn more about our ongoing projects such as Water Quality Monitoring, Zebra and Quagga 

Mussel Monitoring, Lake Inventory and Mapping, Watershed Planning and Implementation, 

Eurasian Watermilfoil Research and Education, and so much more! 


