
Do You Own  
Lakeshore  
Property?

The Federal Fisheries Act, the Provincial 
Water Act, the Provincial Land Act and local 
government bylaws all provide direction and 
protection for the valuable lake environment.  
By adhering to these rules, you are protecting 
valuable fish and wildlife habitat,  your property 
and your wallet as fines and restoration costs
can be substantial.  

For further information:

 
www.livingbywater.ca

 

A User’s Guide to Working in and Around Water

 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/water_rights/

cabinet/working_around_water.pdf

 Water Act, Section 9 Information 

 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/water_rights/
licence_application/section9/

Dock Construction in Freshwater Systems

 

www-heb.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/
decisionsupport/os/os-docks_e.htm

Standards and Best Practices for Instream Works 

 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bmp/
iswstdsbpsmarch 2004.pdf

If so, you need to know:
There are laws and regulations that 
protect the natural features of the 
lakeshore, and they apply to you.  
This brochure is intended to assist 
property owners and developers 
who plan any development  or 
enhancement activities on 
lakeshore properties.

This pamphlet is a guide only. It is not a substitute for the 
applicable regulations or your local government’s bylaws.

It’s the Law

You may need permission to:

 Remove trees, brush, and vegetation from 
the shoreline.

 Add or remove soils and/or sand near  
the shoreline.

 Contour or landscape the property.

 Construct homes, sheds, and/or 
boathouses.

 Remove weeds or aquatic plants from  
the lake.

 Put in a dock.

 Put in a breakwater, retaining wall, boat 
ramp or other structure.

 Perform other lakeside work.

Before you begin:
Contact

FrontCounter BC 
to see if you need a permit, approval  

or notice for your development.  

To locate a centre near you call  
1-877-855-3222 (toll free in Canada) or visit 

www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca/ 

Riparian Areas Regulation
www.env.gov.bc.ca/habitat/

fish_protection_act/riparian/
riparian_areas.html

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/water_rights/cabinet/working_around_water.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/water_rights/licence_application/section9/
http://www-heb.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/decisionsupport/os/os-docks_e.htm
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bmp/iswstdsbpsmarch2004.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/habitat/fish_protection_act/riparian/riparian_areas.html
http://www.gov.bc.ca/env/
http://www.gov.bc.ca/env/


You can help to restore water quality and fish 
and wildlife habitat by maintaining or restoring 
a healthy lakeshore. 

What Can I Do?

Here are a few things to consider: 

 Planting a mix of native trees, shrubs and 
groundcover to restore the natural habitat.

 Minimizing lawn area maximizes habitat value.

 Using larger trees and shrubs adds privacy 
and shade.

 Avoiding chemicals such as pesticides, 
herbicides and fertilizers helps maintain  
water quality.

 Using vegetation to help stabilize your 
shoreline and protect your property provides 
habitat, unlike retaining walls or other hard 
structures.

 Keeping existing vegetation and allowing 
natural re-vegetation to take its course are 
easy ways to start.

Take responsibility for your environment

B.C. lakes offer unparalleled opportunities for recreation, leisure and quality of life. If you are lucky 
enough to own a piece of shoreline, you share responsibility for maintaining lake health and 
protecting the fish and wildlife that depend on it.  

Some “improvements” we add to our lakeshore can in fact threaten the very features and values that 
brought us to the lake in the first place. For example, artificially created beaches and fill can increase 
sediment in the lake, smothering fish eggs. Retaining walls and other modifications may remove 
habitat for birds, mammals, fish and other wildlife.  Improperly built or poorly located docks can wipe 
out critical fish spawning ground.

There are ways to enjoy your lakeshore that will protect your investment and the natural environment.  

Be a good lake steward – get informed, do your part, and tell your neighbours!

Healthy lakeshores that contain native vegetation can provide many benefits to the 
lakeshore property owner.  These include:

Improved Water Quality  
Vegetated lakeshore areas improve water 
quality by filtering rainwater runoff and 
slowing flow from heavy rains. 

Increased Property Values  
Healthy vegetated lakeshores have been 
shown to increase property values up to 
20 per cent.

Increased Shoreline Stability  
Rooted shoreline vegetation can hold soil 
banks in place to prevent loss of property.  

Improved Air Quality 
Trees and shrubs absorb pollutants from the 
air and return oxygen to the atmosphere.

Reduced Flooding 
Spongy lakeshore soils soak up excess water 
and release it slowly, protecting you from 
floods and sudden bank erosion.

Reduced Erosion 
The roots of trees and shrubs reduce runoff 
and stabilize soil.

Decreased Heating and Cooling Costs  
Trees provide summer shade and protection 
from wind in winter.

Improved wildlife habitat  
Lakeshore wildlife, including birds and 
fish, depend on lakeshore and freshwater 
vegetation for food, shade, cover and nesting.


